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TKA.T  imGE  TO  PAIITT 

V/hen  men  talk  about  painting,  they  usually  are  thirxking  of  protective 
painting  -  giving  the  house  or  other  ouildings  a  covering  to  prevent  vreather 
damage.    But  v/hen  a  v/onan  talces  a  paint  "brush  in  hand  she  intends  to  make  s one- 
thing  look  "better.     She  wants  to  "brighten  up  her  kitchen  v/alls,  lighten  the 
woodwork,  or  change  the  color  of  her  "bedroom  furniture.     Sho  has  decorative 
motives,  and  she  also  knows  that  her  painting  la"bors  v/ill  give  the  house  a 
fresh  clean  appearance. 

Tor  the  honemaker  seized  vjlth  the  spring  urge  to  paint, 


of 


(iTame) 
has  several 


( Institution) 


(Title) 
practical  suggestions. 

First,  prepare  for  the  jo"b.    Get  t"ne  right  kind  of  paint  for  the  vrork 
you  v;ish  to  do,  and  follo"V7  the  manufacturer's  directions  as  to  stirring,  thinning, 
undercoating,  and  so  on,    Tfall  paint  vjill  not  do  on  a  floor.    Floor  or  deck 
paint  has  a  "binder  that  stands  up  against  v/ear  iroiu  feet.     If  any  of  this  paint 
is  left  over,  mark  it  plainly  to  shov.r  what  it  •-.ras  \ised  for. 

Anything  to  "be  prdnted  needs  sonc  preparation.     ITcv;  unpainted  v/ood 
requires  very  little  "beyond  dustir^g  off.    You  can  remove  "bijllding  residues  like  ' 
mortar  and  plaster  v/ith  a  scraper  or  sandpaper.    After  putting  on  a  priming 
coat,  fill  nail  holes  and  loose  joints  vrith  putty.    Be  s-ore  the  v/ood  is  thoro-ughly 
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A  chalky  painted  surface  can  "be  dusted  off  to  prepare  it  for  painting. 
But  if  the  old  paint  has  "begun  to  scale  or  peel,  it  will  have  to  ho  scraped  or 
brushed  v/ith  a  v/ire  hrush.    Then  loose  putty  should  "be  removed  from  nail  holoG 
and  joints  and  replaced  "by  fresh  putty  after  the  first  coat  has  dried.  Ruh 
varnished  or  enameled  surfaces  with  fine  sandpaper,  curled  horsehair,  or  fine 
steel  v/ool» 

Be  sure  to  hi:iy  good  "brushes  of  the  right  size  for  the  work  you  want  to 
do.    A  3|-  or  4  inch  flat  "brush  is  generally  used  for  walls,  ceilings,  and  other 
large  surfaces,    A  smaller  flat  "brush,  2  to  2^  inches,  is  needed  for  wood  trim, 
and  a  special  oval  ^'sash  "brush"  for  painting  around  windowpanes.    Oval  "brushes 
arc  better  than  flat  ones  for  any  surfaces  that  are  not  flat,    KeeiJ  one  brush 
for  varnish  and  never  dip  it  in  paint. 

Experiences  painters  never  allow  paint  to  dry  on  a  brush.    And  they 
don't  keep  paint  brushes  in  water.     Thej^  put  them  in  linseed  oil  if  work  stops 
for  more  than  an  hour.    Briishes  that  have  been  \ised  in  flat-fi.nish  paints  may 
"be  kept  in  kerosene,  if  tiie  kerosene  is  mostly  removed  before  they  are  used 
again,    "Varnish  brushes  are  kept  in  turpentine  or  in  the  varnish  during 
interruptions,  but  for  storing  over  long  intervals  they  must  be  vjashcd  in 
turpentine,  dried,  and  wrapped  in  paper.    To  store  paint  brushes,  between  paint- 
ing jobs,  hang  them  in  raw  linseed  oil  so  that  the  bristles  do  not  touch  the 
bottom  of  the  container. 

Perhaps  most  important  among  all  preparations  for  painting,  says 

-.-   is  to  pick  a  bright,  dry,  clear  day.    Dampness  in  the  air  will 

(Name) 

make  the  painting  job  turn  out  poorly, 

#  #  # 
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